Nurse prescribing. The case for prescribing the pill.
As the law stands, nurses cannot prescribe the oral contraceptive pill. However, it is an open secret that many technical contraventions of the law occur. The nurses at the Margaret Pyke Centre have carried out a pilot study for the re-issuing of oral contraceptives by designated nurses. The aim is to regularise practice within the existing law and to help nurses acquire the authority to prescribe in future. This paper presents the interim findings of the study which suggest that clinical nurse specialists and experienced family planning nurses should prescribe the oral contraceptive pill to healthy women.